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1 to questions
but allows them to INITIATE conversations.

— Important for self esteem

— More important for reporting changes to well-being,
e.g. new symptoms, unrelated illnesses

e Suitable equipment and software can allow
remote monitoring and remote consultations
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* How many need communication aids?



will have eople) will
have had bulbar onset and could possibly use
a communications aid of some kind from
diagnosis.

80% of those with limb onset, who live long enough,
will require AAC help
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— i.e. Which limb onset patients will develop bulbar
symptoms?



Number of patients
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» Gastrostomy 27.7 months 341 patients

LJventlaton 30.3 months 134 patients

42.3 months 50 patients
+———48.3 months 0

*

Average Time from 1st Symptoms (months)
Roche et al, Brain 2012: 135; 847-852
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e Total ~ 13

Not everyone wants, or can use, AAC systems




Inability to s to allow
typing
* Posture

* The person’s abilities change with progression

* Progressive nature of the disease leading to
people becoming locked in



* These can influence al earn to use new
equipment and software

* Therefore the earlier equipment is introduced
the greater the chances of success.




computers, ooks

* “Pointing devices” Mouse, Headmouse,
SmartNav

* Eye-gaze, e.g. Tobii PC EyeGo



(E Z Keys m and now superseded)
Text to Speech programs and Apps

Facetime/Cisco Jabber/Skype




6 tablet PCs
5 SmartNav Pro4 cameras
1 Headmouse

7 Tobii eye-gaze units




— Male or female

— Most English language artificial voices have either
Southern English or North American accents,

— Completely alien to our client group

e Support while learning



e Cereproct gional accents
available to purchase and download for all
common platforms (10S, Windows, Android)

* Offers a personalised voice synthesiser for
£499.99

— Important to many patients



* Recently ssociation
at an All Party Parliamentary Group enquiry
into AAC provision in the UK

e Continues to develop our own service and is
recruiting a part time specialist to run the
service.



